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It follows, from what has been said above, that if
science is to place itself beyond the attacks of sceptical philo-
sophers, its statements can necessarily be taken to refer only
to elements which are undeniably 'discoverable*, to use Mr.
Russell's word; that is, to sense-data. Mr. Russell points out
(Mysticism and Logic, p. 145) that all that can be learnt by
observation and experiment is about "certain patches of colour,
sounds, tastes, smells, etc., with certain spatio-temporal
relations". Hence, as one who is anxious to give a philosophical
foundation to physics, he has formulated a philosophy according
to which objects are exhibited as systems of actual and possible
sense-data, and nothing more. But whether or not this philo-
sophical doctrine be true, Mr. Russell insists that scientific
knowledge is, in all strictness, knowledge of sense-data, and
must consist in the statement of general rules relating to the
succession of sense-elements. He says (Outline of Philosophy,
p. 154) that "we now realize that we know nothing of the
intrinsic quality of physical phenomena except when they
happen to be sensations". And, speaking of the possibility of
the 'thing' being anything more than sense-data, he points out
(p. 126) that "it can be no part of legitimate science to assert
or deny the persistent entity; if it does either, it goes beyond
the warrant of experience".
Hence, to use a word which Mr. I. A, Richards has adopted,
strictly scientific statements have 'reference' only to objects
viewed as systems of actual and possible sense-data. Mr.
Richards, however, has been content to speak of scientific
Reference' without pointing out this fundamental aspect of the
situation. And he goes on, it will be recalled,1 to distinguish
between language used cfor reference5 (the scientific use of
language) and language used 'emotively* (the poetic use of
language). But we must realize what is implied in the notion
1 Principles of Literary Criticism, p. 267. This matter is further
discussed below, Ch. in, Section i.